March 29, 1983 LB 611

sonme of these health care costs and while | would be first

to agree the exact process suggested in 611 nay be nodified
somewhat, it is one of the additional tools that the

Legi slature or the state can use In order to bring sone
ability to manage the cost of these health prograns. SO

I would urge that y>u place the bill on CGeneral File, because
when we get into the budget issues, or when we get into these
deficit issues the need for this to address those problens
are going to becone nuch nore apparent.

PRESI DENT: Thank you Senator Warner. Beforewe proceed

I would Iike to announce that there |s a statew de group
with us this norning, 25 wonen who are representatives

of the Tri-Di ocesan Council of Catholic wonen, Ms. Schmt,
the wife of our Senator is in the group, with the chair-
person d ayds Magkowskl, |da Wonderseck, Pat Tw ehaus, Rosie
Kvoda, they are presidents within the group and they are

in the north bal cony. We wel cone you to our procedure.

Al so the Speaker woul d have me announce on Friday, the day
when we are planned to be in recess, the Governor is having

a guest, and you are invited to the reception at the Governor' s
Mansi on, fromthree to five onFriday, April t. Al Senators

and their staff are invited to greet Professor Archlbald

Cox, formerly Solicitor General and Assistant Attorney Cenera
In the Watergate admi ni stration, Professor Cox. We will
proceed to the continuatlon of the debate on the notion

to place LB 611 on Ceneral File notw thstanding committee
action. We will recognize Senator Fenger. Orderin the
Chamber please.

SENATOR FENGER: Thank you, M. President. | guess It is

no secret that | wduld rise to ogpose the revival of LB 611
It Is in fact a carbon copy of LB 932 of |ast year. That
bill was also kept in commttee. | have a nenorandum from
comittee council at that time on that bill to point out

a coupl e of concerns. One of' themin fact says that )
allowmng the Director of Wl fare to determ ne what services
wi Il be provided nay be a del egation of |egislative
authority. So apparently that concern has been around

about as long as the concept has. During the public hearing
on LB 611 our conmittee heard fourteen opponents suggest
that inplenmentation of this bill could be counte productive
to the intent of the bill, because It does in fact have the
potential of elimnating |lower cost |evels of health care
services to eligible recipients. Just this norning every
nmenber of the comrittee received a letter fromthe Nebraska
Association of County Oficials. Interestingly enough, they
support, and here | quote, the philosophy of LB 611. Not
611 itself. The rational e says that the Medicaid services
in the State of Nebraska, while being optional, is nmore broad
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